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1911 question the validity of a Liberal majority for any purpose to
which a Liberal Government endeavoured to apply it. It had
been said that the election of 1906 afforded no mandate for the
Education Bill, the Licensing Bill, the Plural Voting Bill and
other measures which had been introduced into the subsequent
Parliament. It had been said that the measures proposed went
beyond or were different from the measures which the electors
had been led to expect when they gave their votes. Asquith had
the best reason for knowing that the validity of an election on the
Parliament Bill would be challenged in all possible ways, and he
was obliged to assure himself and to be in a position to assure his
supporters that there would be no new issues or other means of
escape from the policy laid before the country, if a sufficient majority
were obtained for it»
It was thus necessary for him to ascertain whether, in the King's
opinion, the method proposed by the Government satisfied the
important condition that this policy should be fully and fairly
laid before Parliament and the country before the election* The
King, in fact, amended Asquith's proposals by requiring that the
Parliament Bill should be presented to the House of Lords before
the election, Asquith readily accepted this, as he would no doubt
any other proposal that the King might have made for clearing
the issue and giving an equal opportunity to both parties* None
of these transactions afforded the slightest ground for the suggestion
that Asquith for a moment doubted the King's desire and intention
to do his duty as a constitutional Sovereign, but he was obliged
to ascertain that there was no misunderstanding between him
and the King as to the nature of the constitutional problem or
as to the conditions which would call for the use of the Royal
prerogative* The method of the " hypothetical understanding "
of November 1910 gave him the necessary assurance on this point
without involving the King in public controversy; it left the
issue unprejudiced by any seeming intervention of the Crown and
in no way damaged the Opposition, which had an equal opportunity
of returning to power if it could win the election. If the contro-
versy had to be, it is difficult to think of any approach to it which
would have been less open to objection* In retrospect, tha words
which Aaquith himself used in describing his interview with the King
on 16th November, 1910, are seen as governing the whole situation.
The King was pleased to inform me that he had no alternative
t# assent to the advice of the Cabinet.'* The coercion, if any,
&ot that of Minister or Cabinet upon the King, but the coercion

